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The Pardin
de Meana

On fly fishing and fly
tying in Spain

Tenh mnd phetos: Lo Links

AL 1EAS S

ring hissory with its

own distingtive fiy tving

wradition, Written history
can be traced hack to
the 6t and rrth centuries amnd more
recentlya wonderful boak; by Luis
Meana Bacen, has been publishest in
berth Spraniah and English, The titke is
Fhie Pardin de Meana and the

lacr

of Gallo die Ledan: Maore on this book
larer,

1n the early 1g8os | vravelled ro
Spain annually. As a (v shing tovice
1 gaitied expetience fishing Myrenean
witters Lke Bio Cirea. Rio Bello, Rig
Ara and Rio Noguera Fallaresa: thelr
e blue water ansd deep pools being

al for tiking a refreshing dive on
warm summer dayvs, Fly fishing wasa

difterent matter sinee the frounwere

very shy and inditive In daviime. Ex

i the moamngz and iny
Ll SUIL 1 had a
wery oo Chme rving to improve my

evening

1 Awis bR SIcees:

casting and presenting Hes. | even

managed 1 food some troa. Helpful
Spanish fslermen advised ne
s helped ime o

understansd the complicited fishing

where b fish; tie

regulations amd leense systom,

Lot the mid- 15805 iny
wanderings brought me into Central
Spain where | discovered some
Interesting waters, The wild nanire
of the metngain arca where the
Titfor rises ade @ deep dnd lsting
impression on me. 1 wis mid-July,
extremely warm, and the river carmicd
lintle water, In gl crystal-chear
poals there wits nio shotage of toul.
bust the fish ook rofuge as soon as

I shawwed up. Inoa nearbw vills

Paralefos die Lis Truels, peopde told

S —




Luis Meana with o maginificant Tormes River brown trout.

v thuat the trout seasem was past and
thiat 1'd Better comie hack nest vear
Marchi e Agwil

1 was luckier Baling the upper
Wder Tosties sunie gakm soutls of
Salamanca. Downstream from a

1 | found 4 proomising stretch for

which | eonld obtain a license, FH

I suceeeded catching some very

ot rising

o white sedges that

abso retain hap

prowinces Astirias aned espec

Levim, where | fished various rivers on

thie mrth and seuth side ol the Pie

dhe Durape montain range. Cne day,

fiahing the Rio Eala, 1 got talling o

an elder fisherman who told me in

Iealf Sparish, hall French absoat the

ancient history of {ly fishir

native reg

Lastten miet Halicrmen in

these years. Maost of them fished

with spinning rods and line set nps

of twes st Kl flics and

¢

ot el sarme method

a plast

that Thad lears fish for troa

I Morway when | was abay, fi

confess that was a kb al

aheptd

at first, but this soon changed into

when [observed o

v He suceeeded inmaking

s Bliew danice just over the witer by

raining his spisming rod all the time,

thus imitating e danee of e Laving

wp winged flies over the water ina

realty convinelng way. With my fly rod

1

il mot have limitated this clegant

and spectacular demamst

ak

Historical texts

Murch laier. lin the mbd-1goos

arted reading absou the b T

af fly fishing. |reatized whe

iy finherman im Ledn hadt

tell me. | fe

fhy Fishing texts. O
Wi, Fermando Basurm’s, * Diakes

Retween a Hunter and o Fishe

wits written Back in 1530, Bag

examines the techiigue of

the impertance of observing

inserts anil el

ing artified




duck feathers.

Aot a cenpury lat

i .

pres

nis

wal fishe

aiverials by are ted with, Most

e wet fllexbut in same places the

pl “das vireltas de

ineaning two turms of |

ply refier o

Theee thind text that L woilid filee

e = 3 muanuserip written

by Luis Peia in 1825, 1t contains

Pardon de Meana Danica and Roja.

remsained tncha

fishermien fisl these e

spinning rod and g

ik the Paeridge & O

being fished

After 1850

5 withiou saying thit

fslniing ditdi’t pass unnotieed

Spain. 11 is difFieult to establ

when exactly moderm (v f

Introdieed, bt wee can say Uil Louis
Carrere, famous French fly fisher

Fhed the Letin area before We

War Il Hlere he took m

Al aritsecid ol anid descrilsed it

in his booke, Monche Noyée, 197

fern fly

enpecially alter the deathi «

e, Fron

wiomed, His book Moscas para lo

Pesca 1g87), a real masterwe

entomology i [y tving. is 2 classic

1t s been the hilsle fi

intt fishermen. Al of the fles

than Dl Poeo shows are tied with the

stbviaking, beauniful feather



